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SECTION 7.0 GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS 
 
 
7.1 INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of this section of an EIR is to disclose whether or not the construction of a project is 
likely to foster additional growth, either directly or indirectly.  This information can be an important 
factor in a decision to approve a project because such approval can, in turn, lead to additional 
projects that may have environmental consequences. 
 
The fact that a project may result in additional growth does not imply that such growth is either 
detrimental or beneficial.  For example, a project that furthers growth consistent with the adopted 
goals and policies of a city's General Plan would likely be considered beneficial.  Conversely, a 
project that fosters growth that would conflict with such goals and policies would likely be 
considered detrimental. 
 
Finally, projects can induce growth directly or indirectly or both.  A direct growth-inducing impact 
occurs when the construction of one or more projects is "conditioned on"83 the construction of 
another project.  An indirect growth-inducing impact occurs when a project fosters such growth but 
there is not direct linkage to future projects, such as the provision of infrastructure in excess of an 
individual project’s needs to an area that was previously not served. 
 
 
7.2 GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS OF THE CVSP 
 
The proposed CVSP project would modify a number of San José policies, including General Plan 
policies, in order to allow residential, workplace, commercial, mixed use, and public/quasi-public 
development in the CVSP Development Area.  The proposed project would also include the 
development of all infrastructure required for the implementation of the CVSP including flood 
control, roadways, and utilities.  The following discussion addresses the possibility of growth-
inducing impacts of new development and infrastructure that is included in the CVSP. 
 
There would be little or no growth-inducement due to approval of the CVSP beyond that proposed by 
the project itself.  This statement is based on the following: 
 
$ While the project is not considered to be “infill” development, it is located in an area of San 

José where growth is planned (i.e., within the City’s Urban Growth Boundary). 
 
$ The project will not induce growth outside of San José’s Greenline/Urban Growth Boundary 

because it will not extend infrastructure into such areas. 
 
$ The project does not include expansion of infrastructure, including flood control and 

roadways, beyond that needed to serve the proposed development. 
 
As previously described, the NCCIA is located within the City’s Urban Service Area.  The Urban 
Reserve (mid-Coyote Valley) is located within the City’s Urban Growth Boundary, but outside of the 
Urban Service Area.  In order to implement the CVSP, most of the Urban Reserve area will require 
                                                   
83Cities and counties frequently place conditions on a project at the time it is approved.  These conditions can take 
the form of restrictions, project modifications, and/or prerequisites to construction.  An example of a prerequisite 
would be where the construction of a shopping center cannot proceed until the local wastewater treatment plant has 
been expanded to accommodate the wastewater to be generated by that facility. 
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annexation to the City of San José and the extension of urban services.  The proposed project is not 
intended specifically to generate new growth, but rather to allow regionally projected population and 
job growth to occur in the incorporated City of San José.  Providing jobs in the southern portion of 
the city would encourage a reverse commute traffic pattern by utilizing roadway capacity in the 
current non-peak hour direction (to the south in the AM and north in the PM).  Providing residential 
units and commercial uses in the CVSP Development Area, in addition to jobs, would allow for the 
internalization of trips.  The development of the CVSP in south San José could serve to reduce 
development pressure in outlying areas of Santa Clara County, or in nearby communities most likely 
to the south of San José.      
 
The proposed CVSP project would produce significant growth in the Coyote Valley area of southern 
San José.  The direct impacts of this growth are described in the respective sections of this EIR.  The 
proposed policy changes are intended to allow new development proportionately balanced to 
minimize overall impacts, by allowing new housing and supporting commercial in proximity to new 
employment-generating Workplace uses.  Because the CVSP project is intended to improve the 
City’s jobs to housing balance, the project as proposed would not allow enough new housing to fully 
serve all of the new jobs that would be allowed in the Coyote Valley, resulting in probable additional 
housing development outside of the project area.  This housing could be located in San José or other 
jurisdictions, including Morgan Hill and Gilroy.  Suitable or likely locations for this new housing 
were identified based upon the respective General Plans for San José and these jurisdictions and 
ABAG projections, all of which reflect an anticipated long-term increase in housing development.   
 
These assumptions about new housing growth were used for the CVSP project traffic analysis 
prepared for this EIR.  The impacts of developing the anticipated new housing in San José have been 
addressed in the CEQA clearances prepared for the City’s General Plan and its subsequent 
amendments.  Similarly, the projected new residential development in surrounding communities is 
consistent with the adopted plans for the other jurisdictions as well as the regional growth projections 
prepared by ABAG.  For these reasons, the indirect housing growth that may result from 
development of the CVSP would not result in any new environmental impacts that have not already 
been addressed in the General Plan environmental review documents for the affected jurisdictions.   
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